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“The Irish famine of 1846 killed more than
1,000,000 people, but it killed poor devils only.
To the wealth of the country it did not the
slightest damage. The exodus of the next 20
years, an exodus still constantly increasing,
did not, as, e.g., the Thirty Years' War,
decimate, along with the human beings, their
means of production. Irish genius discovered
an altogether new way of spiriting a poor
people thousands of miles away from the scene
of its misery. The exiles transplanted to the
United States, send home sums of money every
year as travelling expenses for those left
behind. Every troop that emigrates one year,
draws another after it the next. Thus, instead of
costing Ireland anything, emigration forms
one of the most lucrative branches of its export
trade.Finally, it is a systematic process, which
does not simply make a passing gap in the
population, but sucks out of it every year more
people than are replaced by the births, so that
the absolute level of the population falls year
by year. " [Capital, Volume 1 by Karl Marx. p.658]
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